
 

Live.  Learn.  Serve. 

 

Natural Resources and Wildlife Internships in Bulgaria 

Accepting applications for the Spring, Summer, and Fall 2010 Programs 

Isla offers opportunities for individuals with majors or experience in natural resources, wildlife biology,    

environmental conservation, and environmental education, and ecotourism to serve on projects with the     

following host organizations (skills, such as IT, GIS, fundraising, business, etc. are also often needed): 

1. Bulgarian Society for the Preservation of Birds (BSPB) 

Wildlife and Wetlands Interns may serve BSPB by working with one or several projects related to (1) Danube wetlands, (2) the 

Northern Black Sea Coast to establish a field station in the village of Durankulak (the terrestrial border with Romania) to deal with 

two lakes, important for the globally threaten waterfowl species but also for the local fishery. (3) Bourgas on the Black Sea where 

BSPB is expected to begin a project that deals with a complex wetlands management project to start in 2010. (4) GIS training to 

staff and local volunteers. (5) Teach English to BSPB staff to prepare them for future work on European Union projects for which 

English is the working language. 

Wildlife Interns serve on a raptor project where BSPB is engaged in protecting endangered species such as the Imperial Eagle and 

the Saker Eagle.  BSPB seeks help with habitat management and care of the birds.  Additionally, BSPB is interested in assistance in 

their research into why there has been a 30% decline in the Egyptian Vulture, a small endangered bird , which migrates from      

Bulgaria to Egypt via Saudia Arabia each year.   BSPB is also needs someone who might have specific knowledge or interest in 
researching geese, such as the endangered Red Breasted Goose which migrates from Siberia to Bulgaria in December. 

BSPB Nature Conservation - summer positions are available at the following centers: 

¶ Nature Conservation Center of the Rodopi Mountains  

¶ Nature Conservation Center Poda in Bourgas on the Black Sea 

This is an ideal summer program for a college student or retiree.  Participants work and live at the centers.  English is the working 

language at the centers because they provide nature and wildlife programs to tourists from all over the world.  

 

2. Green Balkan's Wildlife Rehabilitation and Breeding Centre 
Green Balkans is seeking two interns to volunteer alongside four European volunteers in the centre. The volunteers are primarily 

involved in the Wildlife Rescue Centreôs daily work for the complete care of the animals, including receiving the injured 

animalsô food preparation and feeding, cleaning, observation, help in some specific veterinary work, the breeding program for  

injured birds, the release of successfully recovered animals. Through this, the volunteers will understand how the rescue centre  

works as a whole and the complete rehabilitation process. From this experience and interaction they can create their own picture,  

discover for themselves their own area of interest and contribute to the activity.  

There are additional opportunities to participate in other activities of Green Balkans and with other organizations, such as the British 

Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) including guarding the Imperial eagleôs nests, telemetry (radio tracking) of the Black 

vultures, monitoring of nesting and migrating birds, banding of birds, feeding of vultures.  Participation in common projects with 

other organizations is possible in different regions of the country giving volunteers opportunities to serve throughout Bulgaria. 

Qualifications   Isla applicants should be 18 or older and possess a desire to learn about and live in another culture.  Some ex-

perience or education in one or more of the following: natural resources, wildlife biology, conservation biology, wildlife             

http://www.isla-serve.org/
http://bspb.org/index.php
http://bspb.org/category.php?chPage=1&menu_id=22
http://bspb.org/category.php?chPage=1&menu_id=21
http://www.greenbalkans-wrbc.org/index.php?language=en_EN&cat_id=0&
http://www.isla-serve.org/


rehabilitation, and environmental education.  It is most important to be highly motivated and enthusiastic because the work is quite 
demanding.  Both BSPB and Green Balkans are looking for people who are very passionate about nature.  Candidates should be at 

undergraduate or graduate levels, though we do have some positions for ñgap yearsò; working professionals, or retirees. Qualities 

required are: dependability for your service-learning assignment, adaptability, strong people-skills and a desire to have fun by    

serving and learning from new communities and environments through cross-cultural exchange.  

The Isla Experience 
Isla facilitates unique short term volunteer and internship programs using a service leaning model focused on sustainable             

development.  We are based in Fort Collins, Colorado and work with numerous project partners in Bulgaria, Ghana, India and Peru. 

Isla programs have start dates every season.  Participation in Islaôs programs will significantly upgrade your resume or professional 

profile and provide opportunities to get involved in international sustainable development initiatives. 

 

Highlights 
¶ Sustainable development training from Village Earth, one of the leading community-based development training organizations 

in the U.S. 

¶ Individual placement unique to your skill set facilitated and supervised through a local host organization. 

¶ Flexible programs from 2ï9 weeks for short term volunteer work and from 9-52 weeks for internships.  

¶ In-country cross-cultural orientation and mid-term reflection and training sessions led by Islaôs group leaders. 

¶ An opportunity to gain authentic international work experience beneficial in a competitive economy. 

   

Cost 
$85 non-refundable application fee.  Fees range from $2500 for three weeks to $3500 USD for 8 weeks with each additional week 

increasing by $195.  Detailed program fees may be found here. 
 

Program fees include all program costs (excluding airfare). Program costs include your placement, pre-departure web-based  

training in sustainable community development, in-country cross-cultural orientation and materials, basic language training, room 
and board, mid-service development workshops and reflection group sessions, final debriefing and evaluation, medical and  

emergency evacuation insurance, safety and security, in-country ground transportation from the airport to the training site, and 

experienced Isla staff. Not included: Domestic and international airfare and airport taxes, the cost of your passport, visas, and  

immunizations, and laundry service.   

Scholarships and Fundraising Resource Kits  
A large amount of interns and volunteers in service-learning fund the majority of their program through scholarships and fund 

raising. Isla provides an easy-to-use Fundraising Resource Kit and will help to provide you with scholarship opportunities that can  

apply to your internship program. 

  

Application Process 
Online Application  

Statement of Purpose 

Resume/CV 

Non-refundable application fee of $85 

2 References 

 

 

 

www.isla-serve.org 

Stay in touch with Islaôs Blog on our website 

Become an Isla FaceBook fan! 

info@isla-serve.org      970.372.9515 
 

Isla - Fort Collins, Colorado   
We look forward to creating a better world through international service learning ï starting with you! 

http://isla-serve.org/where.html
http://isla-serve.org/importantdates.html
http://www.isla-serve.org/Documents/Preparing_for_Service_for_Isla_Participants.pdf
http://www.villageearth.org/pages/Training/index.htm
http://isla-serve.org/fees.html
http://isla-serve.org/fees.html
http://isla-serve.org/fundraising.html
http://blog.isla-serve.org/2009/02/scholarship-opportunity-for-isla.html
http://isla-serve.org/apply.html
http://isla-serve.org/application.html
http://www.isla-serve.org
http://blog.isla-serve.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Fort-Collins-CO/International-Service-Learning-Alliance/37338072049
mailto:info@isla-serve.org
http://www.isla-serve.org/

